restoration

S/n 0588M lost its original engine more than 40 years ago. Now, thanks
to DK Engineering, this four-cylinder Ferrari is complete again.

STORY BY WILLLAM EDGAR




his 1955 Ferrari 857 Spore [a/n

F588EM) 15 the final examgpde of foar
such four-cylinder Scaglicni-bodied cars
buikt. It is the anly 857 with a @il fin and,

because of its prominent owners and prove-

mance over the past 37 years, it is arguahly
the best known of the “Monza Speders.”
My fathes, 1cam owner John Edgar,
houghs s/n 588 from the Perrari factory
in February 1956, While the 857 was
described vo him as new, it was widely
belicved the car had been driven—and
crashed—by Bscrory paloe Oflivier
Ciendehien during pracrice for the RAC
LT ar Morthern Inddand's Dundmd circuis

in Seprember 1995, Whartever the case, my

father quickly put the Ferrari into the
hands of his drovers, Jack McAfee and
Carredl Shelby, and they road-raced it all
around the Unired Stares throughour the
S sermon.

I wrose abour the Ferran and it hiszoary,
which after my farhers ownersdhip included
4 bew Corverte VE engines, dray racing and
a repaine with Andy Warhol, i issue #54%
“Sexy Beas,” Bevond that story, | hadn®
thought oo misch about the car in recent
years—ar beast until my phone rang in
Diecemnber 2010, It wasn't a call | was expec-

[ mg, bur it was one 1 was thalled o gt

The British gentleman on the other
end of the line introduced himsell as

leremy Ciottingham, son of Dhavid
Comingham, whose DK Engincering
in Hertfordshire, England had just par
chased and was ready 10 restore 3/n
0388, Jeremy told me he'd seen a phorn
graph of the car "racing past pine trees
at Pebble Beach”™ in the hanads of Jack
McAbee, and thar DEs goal was o
featore the car ro its condition zr thar
ome. Thus, the Cortingham clan-
tacher David and adule sons Jeremy,
James and Justin—wanted all che
detailed pictures and informacion chey
could muster. “Ir’s got o ook right,
and ivs gor o be right,” said Jeremy

| couldn’t have agreed more.
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the four lners screw in parallel
and ahsolutely symmetncal.”
Mew pistons and connecting
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s the B%7's restoration

moved fprward, more
derail research had o come
from photos and comparison
wirth the other three 857
Sporrs, Chnly one qualified as
correct—rthe firse of vhe Four,
a'n 05700, which was raced m
sucoess in period by Phil Hill,
Comingham welephoned owner
Bob Dusck, an early collecror
of "30s Ferraris, who was more
than glad o help, “Bob iz an
archirect,” Cortingham savs,
“and be made proper drawings
of his chassis frame which
showed me the positioning of
the original engine mounts,
so we were able o reproduce
them exactly, and everything
bell into place.”

DK also had to re-creae the diry
sump oil-tankx bller neck on
the nght-front fender; iz had
been remerved along with the
orginal ol ok in the 1960s.

When the metabaark was
complete, Cottingham sent s/n
D5EE off 1o paint. While the
car's onginal aluminum skin
was quite bean in places,
Cottingham decided thar,
rather than create new panels,
the fresh primer and paine
wiitld add rensile strengrh o
the odd alloy surfaces, Local
company Spray Tech painced
the Ferrari inside and our. On
vulnerable areas, such as the
inside fenders, the shop applied
a thin coar of mbberized
“Stone Chip™ paing

that s rear end was rrouble-
some. | had 1o wonder what
its newest dravers would think.
The freshly restored 857
ke ies i.n.ll.'l|i.l.' debst at the
2011 Goodwood Revival. Toas
of Cottinghams sons, 36-year
ol Jarmes amd $epear ald
Jeremy, were ready to cdimb
hehina its wheel, bur, says
Jerermy, "W decided, becus
James had drven Diad’s TRC
extensively over the kst two sea-
sons, chat we would b= ham drive
the 857 ar Gosdwood,” (Diont
feel oo had for Jeremy; he drove
his facher’s 25 LM im=read.)
[iring pre-race testing, the
Cotinghams struggled o ger
the gearbox and transaxle
sormed. Then, with only owo

driving cars like this. | abways
watch the pauges religioushy:
and [ noticed the oil pressure
was dropping slighth,” be says.
“5o 1 cased off a livde bir and
then it stareed v drop a licde
bit esre, and then 1 saw the oil
temperatiene going right up. |
kncw [ oaly had 2 lag of two
befr, but wed had the engine fo
such a long rime, and it was the
key to our whole project, and i
wastit warth risking for just 4
chanee ta win.”

With two laps to go, James
pulled <'n 0588 onto pit road,
a DME Tt eumns ot it was the
right mawe. The Cottinghams
lacer discovered that ingenos

engine paint meant 1o seal the
porasty af the block had not

The four-cylinder Ferrari engine packed an impressive
punch: 230 hp at 5,000 rpm, with torque ranging from
225 1b-it at an early 2,500 rpm up to 265 1b-ft at 3,700 rpm.

Mhsek and his san. Rah, al=a
goc under s'n D570 and shot
picrures of everything o send
o Cortingham, along with a
photo of thear 85775 pedal
meount, which had been altered
in &'n 0588 ar some past rime,
Savs Hob Dusek, *We wene
happy to help ger the car back
to the way it needs o be,”

Cottingham also dove back
into my father's photos—"The
exhaust and headers, and how
the exhaust was down the side,
we could newer have got thar
right etherwise,” he says—and
tursed o friend Franco
Lombardi, who's been working
with Anroine Frunet on a
book abowr inline-cngine
Ferraris. Lombardi was able 10
find a perfect set of the four
small dashboard gauges that
had been kst somewhere
along the way.

The cars tront end shomwed
evidence of repairs, as well as
Baonddi, mo the aluminem was
pancl-beaten back into shape.
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Mine months after the
restaration began, the 857 was
finished. Mow it was time oo
test it on DK's relling-road
dynamometer. “The beauty of
our rolling rosd 15 we can se
up the air-fuel ratio perfectly.”
says Comingham, "but i
abways ells us lower pawer and
orque figures than anybody
else’s seems 1o, We are always
ten or twelve percent shy of
other people’s figures,”

Monectheless, the four-cvlin-
der Ferrari engine packed an
impressive punch: 230 horse-
power ar 3,000 rpm, with
rorque ranging from 225 Ib-fr
ar an cxily 2,500 rpm up 10
265 Ib-fu ar 3,700 rpm. Ir's casy
1o see why his engine didn’
need high reve ro be faso

arouiid a road-Face course,

M LLEEVICW PELrs &R0,

Jack MeAfee vold me thar
«'nn 0588 “handled grear.”
Carrall Shelby, whe won owo

races with the car, complained |

days left betore Goadwood,
trouble arose with the engine;
the dry sump sometimes filled
up with oal, which then poured
out of the breathers. This prab-
lem was sl unsolvexd when
race day arrved.

Chaalifying b Goodwood's
16-lap Freddze March Memaonal
Trophy race wene well, with s/n
058K easily caiming pole by
three seconds. The mce tself,
the last one of the afternoon,
saw the Ferran suck in maffic
uncil Lap 5, when it broke free
and ook the lead. “The car was
brilliant,” recalls JTames. *I had
the bit berween the reeth and |
pust wene our there and gave ir
the message,”

S5i'n [BRE hehaved lilos 5 sure
winner on track, reminiscent of
somme movie plot in which the
comehack kid halds on and
eams the laurels. Bur such a sce-
narks wasnt o be, Sl in frone
after the race’s half-way mark,
Jarmses noticed a small loss of
power. “After all my years of

properhy adhered 1o the interna
surfaces, During the race, as
the engine gor hot, then hoeer,
enough of the paint flaked off
ter clog, the oil sump's scavenge
pump and filier. 5o instead

of being sent o lubricare the
engiine, the oil was simply accu
mulating iside the sump. To
remedy the problem, the engin
had to be partally aken dewn
again, and all the paint stripped
fromm insade the block.

*I think 1t made a bie more
"of a story,” says James of park-
ing the Ferm just short of 2 ver
sweet win at Goodwood. “I wa
mawe than pust ‘another victory.”

Whars nexe for sfn 588¢
The Cottinghams plan to batk
vintage race and show the car,
and are hopang to be at this
vear’s ['ebble Beach Concours
d'Elegance, I can think of no
berrer conclusion o the story
of this historic Ferrari than a
rerurn o California, where it
was sold "new” and raced so
many vears age. G



